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“Minder Ave paving pull-out stlll a mystery

Lee Spinks °
The Bisbee Observer

Inquiry into specifics regardmg
cancellation of a scheduled paving

of a portion of Minder Avenue calls’

fora correction in the report printed

in the lasti issue; BNR Paving Com-

pany, based in Huachuca City"was

not under spedific contract to pro-"

vide service at that location. A re-
view of records by BNR 1dent1ﬁes
spedific paving projects on Taylor,

— Old Douglas Road, Howell Avenue cortai
i ,and Ruppe and a generahzed Ser- quEne mf’ma%ts pelfta ning to.a-

- cussion with ps

vice agreement that also included
some portions of Vista Parkway. A
week ago a company employee
stated Minder was among the loca-
tions where work was done, to the
best of their knowledge, since the

- company had a contract forsuch re-
pairs, but no billing had yet been
comnpleted. This week the company
-states Minder was not among their

]ob ordexs for Blsbee based on dis-
Vipg crews.
- Atternpts to aséa

paving of a portion of Minder Av-
enue and the cancellation of that
task, have yet to be conclusive.
Three versions have emerged. First,
the city did intend to pave a sec-
tion, as a settlement with a prop-
erty ownerwhose property wasen-
croached duringan aceess road im-
provement to a communication '
tower, but the task was cancelled
due to unavailability of asphalt,

. from a Douglas provider. Second,
£ ",,j; the Se-

that Mayor Ron Oertle having
" seEMINDER ON PAGE 11

been informed of the intended pav-
ing intervened and cancelled the
paving. Third, a citizen taking pic-
tures of the event resulted in aban-
donment. _

City Manager Stephen Pauken |
stated he was unable to document
any of the claims and therefore
could ot definitively say which
event or allegation was true. That,
he-said, was the foundation for his
remarks to council at the April 18 |
session, when he reported no rec-
ommendation could be made re- .
garding the incident. The incident
occurred before Pauken was city
manager. ’

Pauken also said, in his opin-
ion, it was an infraction of the pro-
fessional code of ethics for city man-
agers to comment on the actions of
former managers, without irrefut-
able evidence to substantiate state- |
nments. Pauken said he will continue
to abide by this ethical code.

-The Bisbee Observer spoke to As-
sistant Public Works Director Jeff .
Schwarz, on Monday about . the
Minder Avenue paving event. .

Schwarz was asked, Whatwas
happening on this day on Minder
Avenue? “The City of Bisbee was
preparing to put hot-mix asphalt

pavementdownonMinderAvenue
from Black Knob to the northeast

end. Atthattime, unforttmately, the
hot plantin Douglas, that mixes the
hotasphalt, broke down Wehadto
abandon the effort at that time. I
showed up. on site'as Mr. Von
Gundlach was taking photographs- .
and had abrief discussion with him
explaining what we were doing and
how it carne about.”

? SouTit END

‘Schwarz said, “At an earher B

pro;ed,whmhwastopmwdaa gen-
erator station for the Black Knobra-
dio towers, we had encroached onito

private property. In discussions,

which went onfor some length of

time, w1th th&property owners, it
was’ deternuﬂed«mayh&ﬂle city
could basically makerestitttion, for
this encroachment, by paving that
roa

“with Theé

City Clerk | Heien Lehr spoke
“onMonday

~and statéd she was Interim City

,_Qfﬁﬂeand asked-what was taking

t

“Why would that be restitution
for a private property owner?” |

Schwarz replied: “The property
owner was upset that in the process
of clearing (the access road) for the
generator station some shrubbery

+and plants were deated off:of their

property. The city did do the clear-
ing atthe direction of the radio tower

association personnel. The radio -

towers areowned by agroup of folks,
including Border Patrol, Sheriff’s
Office, all the emergency services, in-

dluding the county, it's animportant

tower, very important. So, in discus-

sions with the city manager, Mr. |. o fowet:

" McConnell and myself itwas dm
mined we would do that paving.”
Which city manager? “Rob
Yandow,” replied Schwarz. -

" Schwarz contintied, “We real-
ized this issue was going to becomie
somewhat conténtious, so we basi-
cally abandoned that mission.”

‘Why was it going to be conten-
tious? “ Apparently there were some
people who didn’t feel that it wasa

justifiable use of city assets.”

"~ Why did Mr. Paukensay there
was no work order or any traces of
records to do this? Schwarz replied,
“Fdon’t think there was a work or-
der, to be honest with you,” It was:
anin-house decision? “Absolutely”

‘rect. He confirmed the statement

Manager during this period of time.
She said Mayor Oertle came to her

' place on Minder Avenue, that he
had received a phone call about the
' paving. Lehr said she informed the
mayor of the situation. Lehr said
_ Oertle thenasked her to discontinue
the work on Minder Avenue and |
she followed the directive.

Tuesday evening prior to the
council session Ortle was asked if
the information from Lehr was cor-

was true and acknowledged he is-
sued the directive.

Yet another related matter
emerged late Tuesday afternoon
with release of a letter by City At-
torney John MacKinnon, dated May
2, and addressed to the owners of
the property whose land was alleg-
edly encroached during road re-
pairs to the emergency services ra-

The letter recaps a discussion |
conducted the day before involv- -
ing the property owners, the city
attorney and City Manager
Stephen: Pauken. Part of para-
graph four states: “Atour meeting
onMay 1, 2006, Mr. Pauken stated
that although we are unable to
document any of these prior dis-
cussions or arrangements, there is

- still an important city interest in

2006- 2007 —ﬁsml yearroad funds.

completing the improvements to

- Minder Avenue. Funds will not be

available until the next fiscal year -

for this. work, but Mr. Pauken ,

“agreed that this is a roadway that

needstoberepaued and improved,




